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W h a t  i s  W E B T O O N ?

W h a t  i s  C A N V A S ?

W h a t  a r e  O R I G I N A L S ?

O R I G I N A L S  s e r i e s  f o u n d  o n  C A N V A S

P r e p a r i n g  y o u r  s t o r y  f o r  C A N V A S :

0 1 .  T h e  v e r t i c a l  f o r m a t

0 2 .  P r e - p r o d u c t i o n

0 3 .  P r o d u c t i o n

0 4 .  U p l o a d i n g  o n  C A N V A S

C o m m u n i t y  p o l i c y  a n d  s u p p o r t

W h e r e  t o  f i n d  u s  

 

H A N D B O O K
C O N T E N T S



What is WEBTOON?

WEBTOON introduced a  new way to  create  s tor ies  for

anyone who has  a  s tory  to  te l l .  We ’ re  home to  thousands

of  c reator -owned content  wi th  un ique and d iverse  v is ions

f rom al l  over  the  wor ld .  

Founded by  NAVER in  2004 ,  WEBTOON became a  cu l tura l

phenomenon and p ioneered the  d is t r ibut ion  and

consumpt ion  of  web-based comics  in  Korea .  Now

WEBTOON has  expanded to  prov ide  content  in  many  other

languages ,  such  as  Engl i sh ,  Spanish ,  F rench ,  Japanese ,

Thai ,  and Indones ian .  

WEBTOON has  a  mass ive  co l lect ion  of  comics  that  we cal l

ORIGINALS .    These  works  of  art  come in  a l l  types  of  genres

ranging f rom romance ,  horror ,  comedy ,  fantasy ,  and

more .  

Oh ,  and d id  we ment ion  that  we started a  whole  new way

for  you  to  create  s tor ies?  Thanks  to  our  se l f -publ i sh ing

plat form,  CANVAS ,    any  creator  can  share  the i r  s tor ies

with  mi l l ions  of  readers  across  the  wor ld !
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What is CANVAS?

CANVAS i s  WEBTOON ’s  se l f -publ i sh ing  p lat form,  where

creators  manage everyth ing re lated to  the i r  ser ies .  

Post ing  on  CANVAS means  that  you ,  as  a  creator ,  have  a l l

contro l  over  a l l  aspects  of  your  s tory  and can use  the

plat form to  bui ld  a  un ique audience  thanks  to  the

thousands  of  readers  that  v i s i t  the  p lat form each day .  

Creators  around the  wor ld  can use  the  p lat form to

publ i sh  the i r  s tor ies ,  c reate  and grow the i r  own

community ,  in teract  wi th  readers  and creators  a l ike ,  and

yes ,  even  earn  money  thanks  to  our  AD revenue shar ing

program.  Who sa id  be ing an  art i s t  wasn ’ t  lucrat ive?
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What are ORIGINALS?

WEBTOON ORIGINALS are  s tor ies  that  are  developed for

our  p lat form.  

Creators  work  wi th    WEBTOON ’s  edi tor ia l  s taf f  to  opt imize

thei r  content  and rece ive  compensat ion ,  market ing ,  and

PR support .  

WEBTOON also  partners  wi th  creators  explor ing

development  opportuni t ies  across  f i lm ,  te lev is ion ,

an imat ion ,  and merchandise .  Meaning your  work  can h i t

the  b ig  (or  smal l )  screen ,  turn  into  a  toy ,  and above a l l ,

produce  some income.



ORIGINAL series
discovered on CANVAS

Nobody paid much attention to John –

just a normal teenager at a high

school where the social elite happen

to possess unthinkable powers and

abilities. But John’s got a secret past

that threatens to bring down the

school’s whole social order – and much

more.

Witness what the gods do… after

dark. The friendships and the lies,

the gossip and the wild parties, and

of course, forbidden love. Because it

turns out, the gods aren’t so

different from us after all, especially

when it comes to their problems.

u n O r d i n a r y

B y  U r u - c h a n

G e n r e :  S u p e r h e r o

L o r e  O l y m p u s

B y  R a c h e l  S m y t h e

G e n r e :  R o m a n c e

https://www.webtoons.com/en/super-hero/unordinary/list?title_no=679
https://www.webtoons.com/en/romance/lore-olympus/list?title_no=1320


What do you desire? Money and

wealth? Honor and pride? Authority

and power? Revenge? Or something

that transcends them all? Whatever

you desire—it's here.

Her ability to detect lies has

made her an outstanding officer

of the law – despite being

haunted by her inability to save

the ones she loved from a

gruesome fate many years ago. 

The Roost - the world’s most prestigious military

academy - has never accepted a Crow into its ranks.

Until now. However, the conditions surrounding

Scra’s acce night. Between flight tests, classes, and

Murders, Scra, Ky, and Ree must band together to

uncover the truth about their utopia and the

whispers of a superweapon - “The Croaking” - that

are seeping from the cracks.

T o w e r  o f  G o d

B y  S I U

G e n r e :  F a n t a s y

P u r p l e  H y a c i n t h

B y  E p h e m e r y s  

a n d  S o p h i s m

G e n r e :  M y s t e r y

T h e  C r o a k i n g

B y :  E c h o r i s e

G e n r e :  F a n t a s y

. . . A n d  m a n y  m o r e !

https://www.webtoons.com/en/fantasy/tower-of-god/list?title_no=95
https://www.webtoons.com/en/mystery/purple-hyacinth/list?title_no=1621
https://www.webtoons.com/en/fantasy/the-croaking/list?title_no=1494


Preparing your story
for CANVAS

So ,  we ’ve  p iqued your  interest  and now you want  to  share

your  s tory  us ing  CANVAS .  Lucky  for  you ,  we have  some t ips

to  make sure  your  s tory  i s  as  successfu l  as  poss ib le .

T i p  b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t :  

M a k e  s u r e  t o  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  “B e f o r e

y o u  P u b l i s h  C h e c k l i s t ”

https://webtoons-static.pstatic.net/creator101/en/pdf/Before-you-publish-Checklist.pdf?dt=2020081401




THE VERTICAL

FORMAT
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Through the vertical format,
reading a WEBTOON series

is meant to feel like a
cinematic experience since
the reader can only see one
panel at a time instead of

the entire page like a
traditional print comic.

 

This gives the creator the ability

to plan the reading experience in

a way that can affect the pacing

of their story, providing the

reader with an optimal reading

experience.

Unlike traditional comics
which are meant to be
read in a print format,
WEBTOON is a mobile-

based platform, meaning
that the content has been

formatted to be read
vertically.



This means that most likely your story will be read on a small screen. 

Be sure to check readability on a mobile device when creating your

comic to ensure that your font size is large enough to be comfortably

read on a smartphone. 

The actual sizes of font vary by canvas size, resolution, and the type of

font being used. Generally, most creators use a font size between 12px

and 30px for standard text.

Most of our users use the WEBTOON APP to read their favorite series on

a mobile device instead of a larger screen like a computer. 

If your reader is

squinting the text is

probably too small!



BASIC FORMATTING RULES FOR VERTICAL CONTENT:

(Remember that rules are meant to be broken, however, our editors have found

that these spacing guidelines tend to work well on ORIGINALS)

1 keep the reader scrolling.

People have short attention spans,

Give readers space to appreciate your art, 

2by including a maximum of

two panels on the screen at

the same time.



Keep it easy to read,

3three speech bubbles or less

per panel is ideal.

4 importance and impact

Vary panel width, shape and size to imply



5 of 200px per panel

Panel to panel scenes should have a

minimum distance

If there is a location or scene transition,

6allow for 600px to 1000px of

space to convey a sense of

time passing.
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PRE-PRODUCTION
There’s more to creating a series than coming up with

a cool idea. When planning out your story, it’s essential

to plan how you intend to create it. This process is

known as pre-production or planning. Within that

process are key points like story structure, script, art

style, upload schedule, etc. Unsurprisingly, our most

successful CANVAS titles are consistent in all of these

points.



We recommend filling out a character

sheet to start understanding who your

characters are and how they play a part in

your story.

What is their role in the story?

What is this character's intended arc? A character arc is usually the

internal journey a character goes through over the course of the

story. 

What are their strengths and weaknesses?

What relationships do they have with other characters in the story?

What is their motivation?

STORY STRUCTURE AND SCRIPT

Creating believable characters is one of the most important tasks for

any creator. When developing a character for your story, consider these

parameters in order to have a good understanding of who they are, this

will ground the character in your story and make them seem more

believable to the viewer:

CHARACTERS:

https://webtoons-static.pstatic.net/creator101/en/pdf/Character-Sheet.pdf?dt=2020081401




This is the location of the action which includes time and place (when

and where.) 

Usually the setting is introduced alongside your characters at the

beginning of your story so readers understand the world in which the

characters live and the rules with which that world operates.

WEBTOON’s vertical format is a visual medium, which

means that it's important to use an art style that

remains consistent throughout your story. We

understand that when you’re first creating your series

you want it to look as good as can be, but we also

know that it can be a lot of work to draw all those

panels! We recommend that you stick to a style you

can keep up with consistently.

SETTING

PLOT

The plot is the actual story. A plot should have a beginning, middle, and

end, with a clear conflict and resolution:

Conflict is usually a problem the plot is intended to

resolve, and without conflict, there’s no story to tell.

Resolution is the solution to the main conflict of the

story. It’s important to make sure that resolution feels

earned by wrapping up the main story conflict,

character arcs, and setting.

ART STYLE



1
Be smart and above all, efficient,
with the way you plan out your

panels; you might be able to reuse
them in your story.

Reusing assets such as backgrounds, props, and speech bubbles will keep

the story moving forward without putting in the extra work while also

giving you the ability to focus on the characters. Instead of creating an

extreme closeup of your character, perhaps creating a portrait might be

more beneficial, as you can expand the drawing to achieve the extreme

close up effect, while also having a portrait drawing to use afterward.

One illustration can be used 

to create multiple panels

1

2 (original)

3 (modified)



3
Simplify your character designs to

cut down on drawing time.
Use our “Character Design” sheet to get started!

2
Use custom brushes for shading,

backgrounds, and texture.
This will ensure that your final drawings look as polished as possible,

saving hours on rendering your panels.
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PRODUCTION
So, you planned out your story and now you’re ready to

get to work. Great! But how do you get started?



Thumbnails

This is  when you plan out

your panels based on your

story .  

Thumbnails  are intended to

be very loose,  s imple

drawings that wil l  help you

have an understanding of

how the episode wil l  be

structured.

Sketches

Once you ’ve created your

rough thumbnails ,  you ’re

ready to start  sketching your

characters and backgrounds,

this  is  also the stage when

creators plan out the

placement of  their  speech

bubbles .

T H E  M O S T  C O M M O N  P R O D U C T I O N

S T A G E S  A R E :

Inking

The process of  cleaning up

your l ines to create a more

polished look.



Most of  WEBTOON ’s

ORIGINAL t it les have some

sort of  color ,  however ,  i t  isn ’t

required to color your t it le

to upload to CANVAS.  

I f  you do choose to color

your series ,  think about how

color can be used to capture

the mood of a scene.  We

recommend researching

color theory and how color

can represent different

emotions,  sett ings,  and

moods.

this  is  when creators add

speech bubbles ,  special

effects ,  lettering,  and t it le

cards.  Tit le cards include the

series t it le as well  as an end

card,  where we recommend

including your social  media

handles at the end of  an

episode so your readers can

find you outside of  CANVAS.

This is  a great way to

promote your series on other

platforms and encourage

more people to read your

tit le .

Finalizing

Coloring



SOFTWARE

-Adobe Photoshop

-Procreate

-Clip Studio Paint

-Corel Painter

-MediBang Paint

TOOLS

Wacom tablets

Huion

Surface pro

iPad

TIP: All titles on the WEBTOON platform are

delivered in a digital format. Meaning that

they have been created using digital

software. Not all creators solely make their

art using digital tools, however, they do

convert their drawings to digital before

uploading on CANVAS.

…and many more. Do your research to find out what program and

drawing tool works best for you!

Creators draw on digital programs using a graphics or drawing tablet.

This is a surface intended to be used with a stylus or pen-like device that

allows you to draw directly on the digital software of your choosing.

When creating your art digitally, we recommend setting your resolution

to be as high as possible to ensure your drawings are clear by setting

your resolution to 300dpi (dots per inch) or above to avoid a blurry

image.
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UPLOAD YOUR

STORY ON CANVAS



When you’re uploading on

CANVAS, make sure that your

comic strip is uploaded in

accordance to our sizing

guidelines, to ensure that your

episodes will load quickly and

consistently on the platform.

However, most episodes will be much longer than that,

meaning that before uploading you must crop or slice your

strip to 800px wide and 1280px long images.

The sizing requirements per image are

800PX BY 1280PX.



THERE ARE RESOURCES ONLINE
THAT CAN HELP YOU CROP YOUR
STRIP TO THE REQUIRED SIZE SUCH
AS  CROPPY,
a web-based service to slice your comic strip or, if you use Photoshop to

create your episodes, you can use a script created by Mongie, the

creator of “Let’s Play” that automatically crops your drawings to upload

size.

ONCE YOUR STRIP
IS SLICED TO SIZE,

you’re ready to upload by clicking

on the “Publish” button on the top

right corner of the WEBTOON

homepage.

This will take you to the series creation dashboard, where you will select

your series genre, type your series title, summary and upload a thumbnail.





The genres you

choose should match

the intended story, as

it will give the reader

an expectation of

what the story will be

like.

You must set at least one

genre for your title. If you’re

not sure what genre your title

might fall into, we recommend

reading other titles that might

be similar to yours.

You can add up to 2 genres per

title, the second genre is optional

but highly encouraged as it

makes it easier to find by readers

that could be looking for a new

story to read in that genre.

GENRE



Ensure that the file

size stays under

500kb and that it’s

saved in a JPG, JPEG,

or PNG format.

The recommended 

size for this image is

436X436

Creators use their

story’s main character

as the image subject,

however, this is a great

opportunity to show

your creativity and

passion for your story. 

 

This is the cover for your story.

Make sure that it’s the best

representation possible for it, as

it could be the deciding factor

between a click and a pass.

THUMBNAIL





WE CANNOT WAIT TO
READ YOUR SERIES ON

CANVAS!

Once you’ve reviewed your episode, you’re
ready to share your story with millions of

readers around the world!  

Thank you for being a reader on our platform
and for sharing your awesome and unique

stories with the world!





Images that contain nudity or  that are intended to

be sexually  gratifying are not al lowed.  

Censoring of  inappropriate content must be a

natural  part  of  the panels/imagery.  

The use of  cl ippings or elements within the

panel/i l lustration to censor nudity /  sexual

content,  such as shadows,  steam, hair ,  fog,  etc . ,  is

recommended.



We also do not al low excessive violence nor

graphic content intended to offend readers.  This

includes brutal  and prolonged scenes/acts of

violence,  gore,  or  excessive blood.

Finally ,  WEBTOON respects copyright and our

Terms of  Use and Community Pol icy prohibits

uploading content that violates intel lectual

property r ights .  

T O  R E A D  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

P O L I C I E S  V I S I T :

HTTPS://WWW.WEBTOONS.COM
/EN/TERMS/CANVASPOLICY

https://www.webtoons.com/en/terms
https://www.webtoons.com/en/terms/canvasPolicy
https://www.webtoons.com/en/terms/canvasPolicy


Reach out to us  at

CREATORSUPPORT@WEBTOON.COM

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR

EPISODE IS REMOVED?

W h e n  e p i s o d e s  a r e  r e m o v e d  f o r  v i o l a t i n g

o n e  o f  o u r  g u i d e l i n e s ,  w e ’ r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p

y o u  g e t  i t  b a c k  o n  C A N V A S .  Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e

a n  a u t o m a t e d  e m a i l  c o n t a i n i n g  a  g e n e r a l

r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  e p i s o d e  w a s  f l a g g e d  o r

r e m o v e d .  W i t h i n  t h e  e m a i l ,  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a

r e f e r e n c e  n u m b e r .  

P l e a s e  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  ( p r e f e r a b l y  f r o m  t h e

e m a i l  a c c o u n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  y o u r  s e r i e s )

t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  e m a i l

a n d  i n c l u d e  y o u r  r e f e r e n c e  n u m b e r – t h a t

w a y  i t ’ s  e a s i e r  f o r  u s  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  e p i s o d e

a n d  q u i c k e r  f o r  y o u  t o  g e t  t h e  f e e d b a c k

y o u  n e e d  t o  g e t  b a c k  o n l i n e .  



O n c e  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  y o u r

e m a i l  w e  w i l l  h e l p  y o u

t h r o u g h  t h e  r e v i s i o n  p r o c e s s

a n d  p r o v i d e  f e e d b a c k  t o  g e t

y o u r  e p i s o d e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o u r

C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i e s  a n d

T e r m s  o f  S e r v i c e .

A f t e r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e d i t s  a r e

m a d e ,  a n d  y o u  h a v e

c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  u s  t h a t

y o u r  e p i s o d e  h a s  b e e n

u p d a t e d ,  w e  w i l l  r e v i e w  i t  a n d

r e s t o r e  i t .

I f  y o u  a r e  e v e r  u n s u r e  a b o u t  u p l o a d i n g

m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  c o u l d  v i o l a t e  o u r

g u i d e l i n e s ,  s e n d  u s  y o u r  s k e t c h e s

p r i o r  t o  u p l o a d i n g  t h e m  a n d  w i l l

h a p p i l y  r e v i e w  t h e m !  W e  w a n t  t o

s u p p o r t  y o u  i n  y o u r  c r e a t i o n  j o u r n e y ,

p l u s ,  I t ’ s  a l w a y s  b e t t e r  t o  b e  s a f e

t h a n  s o r r y .  
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G u e s s  w h a t ?  W e  m a k e  s t u f f

t o o !  

 

W e ’ r e  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g  t o

c r e a t e  c o n t e n t  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e

y o u  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d e d

t o  u p l o a d  t o  C A N V A S .  

 

 



Still wanna know

more?

V i s i t  o u r  C r e a t o r s  1 0 1  p a g e  t o

f i n d  c o u n t l e s s  r e s o u r c e s  t o

m a k e  y o u r  s t o r y  a s  s u c c e s s f u l

a s  p o s s i b l e .

https://www.webtoons.com/en/creators101/getstarted


Follow us on social

media to get the

latest on all things

WEBTOON and

CANVAS:

@WEBTOONOFFICIAL
@WEBTOONCANVAS

@WEBTOONOFFICIAL
@WEBTOONCANVAS

@WEBTOONOFFICIAL

@WEBTOONOFFICIAL

@WEBTOONOFFICIAL

https://www.instagram.com/webtoonofficial/
https://twitter.com/webtoon
https://www.youtube.com/user/linewebtoon
https://www.facebook.com/LINEWEBTOON/


A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  h a n d b o o k  i s  p r e s e n t e d  s o l e l y  f o r

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  W E B T O O N  m a k e s  n o  c l a i m s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,

w a r r a n t i e s  o r  g u a r a n t e e s ,  w h e t h e r  e x p r e s s  o r  i m p l i e d ,  a s  t o  t h e

f e a t u r e s ,  a c c u r a c y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  c u r r e n t n e s s ,  s u i t a b i l i t y ,  a n d

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t s ,

p r o c e s s e s ,  o r  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  h a n d b o o k .

R e f e r e n c e s  t o  a n y  s p e c i f i c  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t ,  p r o c e s s ,  o r  s e r v i c e  i s

f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t

c o n s t i t u t e  a n  e n d o r s e m e n t ,  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  o r

f a v o r i n g  b y  W E B T O O N .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  H a n d b o o k

o r  i t s  u s e  d o e s  n o t  c r e a t e  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  o r  c o n s t i t u t e  a  g u a r a n t e e

f r o m  W E B T O O N .




